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H-8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY -

1. Generéi Guidance.

A. Overview. The visual resource inventory process provides BIM
managers with a means for determining visual values. The inventory
consists of a scenlc quality evaluation, sensitivity level anmalysis, and a
delineation of distance zomes. Based on these three factors,
BLM-administered lands are placed into one of four visual resource
inventory classes. These inventory classes represent the relative value of
the visual resources. Classes I and II being the most valued, Class III
representing a modarate value, and Class IV being of least value. The
inventory classes provide the basis for comsidering visual values in the
resource management planning (RMP) process. Visual resource management
classes are established through the RMP process for all BIM-administered
lands (see also Manual 1625.3). During the RMP process, the class
boundaries are adjusted as necessary to reflect the resource allocation
decisions made in RMP's. Visual management objectives are established for
each class. (See Section VB.)

B. Implementation Options. The detail of the inventory will vary with -
the visual character of the landscapes being inventoried. For example, the
flat, colorless, and barren mancos shale area in southeastern Utah sheuld
not be given the same treatment as the rugged and colorful formations of
the Colorado River area. Sensitive areas such as those near major highways
or commuuities or adjacent to national parks should be given special

. treatment. It may be necessary to modify or make adaptiouns to the
{j} loventory system in such places as Alaska where the resource
characteristics and the land-use patterns are significantly different from
those in the Westerm States. These adaptations must (1) provide a more
cost-effective way to complete a quality inventory, and (2) keep the
conceptual framework of the Visual Resource Management (VRM) system intact.

C. Material Storage. All visual resource invéntory rating forms,
overlays, slides, and written material should -be filed in the Resource Area
Office.

BLM MANUAL
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II. Scenlc Quality Evaluation. Scenic quality is a measure of the visual
appeal of a tract of land. In the visual resource inventory process,
public lands are given an A, B, or C rating based on the apparent scenic
quality which is determined using seven key factors: landform, vegetation,
water, color, adjacent scenery, scarcity, and cultural modifications (see
I1lustrations 1, 2, 3, and 4). During the rating process, each of these
factors are ranked on a comparative basis with similar features .within the
physiographic province. Use the physiographic provinces as delineated by
Fenneman (see Illustrations 5 and 6) to the extent possible. The '
boundaries of these provinces may be refined to fit local situations. The
"Ecoregions of the United States” by R. C. Balley may be helpful in making
these refinements. An important premise of the evaluation is that all
public lands have scenic value, but areas with the most variety and most
harmonious composition have the greatest scenic value. Another important
concept is that the evaluation of scenic quality is done in relationship to
the natural landscape. This does not mean that man-made features within a
landscape necessarily detract from the scenic value. Man-made features
that compliment the natural landscape may enhance the scenic value.

Evaluations should avoid any bias against man-made modification to natural
landscape.

A. Delineating Scenic Quality Rating Units (SQRU's). The planning area
is subdivided into scenic quality rating units for rating purposes. Rating
areas are delineated on a basis of: 1like physiographic characteristics;
similar visual patterms, texture, color, variety, etc.; and areas which
have similar impacts from man-made modifications. The size of SQRU's may
vary from several thousand acres to 100 or less acres, depending on the
homogeneity of the landscape features and the detail desired in the
inventory. Normally, more detailed attention will be given to highly
scenic areas or areas of kmown high sensitivity. Map and number each SQRU
on an overlay as shown in illustration 7. ‘

B. Evaluating Scemic Quality. It is recommended that an interdiscipli-
nary team do the evaluatioms. Ideally, one team member should have an

enviroomental design arts background. All participants should have an

understanding of the visual resource inventory system and be familiar with
the areas to be evaluated. Evaluate each SQRU by observing the area from
several important viewpoints. Scdres should reflect the evaluator's
overall impression of the area. After evaluating all the SQRU's, show the
scenic ratings on the scenic quality overlay (see Illustratiom 7). Record
the ratings on the Scenic Quality Rating Summary - Bureau Form 8400-5 (see
Illustration 4). Bureau Form 8400-1 (see Illustratiom 3) may be used as a
worksheet for completing each scenic quality evaluation. A photographic
record should be maintained for the area. Photographs and completed
evaluation forms should be filed for future reference.

» : ‘ Rel. 8-28
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H-8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY-

III. Sensitivity Level Analysis. Sensitivity levels are a measure of
public concern for scenic quality. Public lands are assigned high, medium,

or low sensitivity levels by analyzing the various indicators of public
concern. .

A. PFactors to Consider.

l. Type of Users. Visual sensitivity will vary with the type of
users. Recreational sightseers may be highly sensitive to any changes in -
visual quality, whereas workers who pass through the area on a regular
basis may not be as sensitive to change.

2. Amount of Use. Areas seen and used by large numbers of people
are potentially more semsitive. Protection of visual values usually
becomes more important as the number of viewers increase.

3. Public Iaterest. The visual quality of an area may be of concern
to local, State, or National groups. Indicators of this concern are
usually expressed in public meetings, letters, newspaper or magazine
articles, newsletters, land-use plams, etc. Public controversy created in
response to proposed activities that would change the landscape character
should also be coansiderad.

4. Adjacent Land Uses. The interrelationship with land uses in
adjacent lands can effect the visual sensitivity of an area. For example,
an area within the viewshed of a residential area may be very sensitive,
whereas an area surrounded by commercially developed lands may not be
-visually sensitive.

5. Special Areas. Management objectives for special areas such as

' Natural Areas, Wilderness Areas or Wildermess Study Areas, Wild and Sceaic

Rivers, Scenic Areas, Scenic Roads or Trails, and Areas of Critical
Environmental Concern (ACEC), frequently require special consideration for
the protection of the visual values. This does not necessarily mean that
these areas are scenic, but rather that one of the management objectives
may be to preserve the natural landscape setting. The management

objectives for these areas may be used as a basis for assigning sensitivity
levels.

6. Other Factors. Consider any other information such as research
or studies that includes indicators of visual sensitivity.

B. Delineation of Sensitivity Level Rating Units (SLRU's). There is no
standard procedure for delineating SLRU's. The boundaries will depend on
the factor that is driving the sensitivity consideration. Consequently, a
thorough review of the factors referred to in IIIA should be completed
before any attempt is made to delineate SLRU's. Distance zone may also
play an important role in identifying the SLRU boundaries.

Rel. 8-28
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C. Documentation Requirements.

1. Narrative. Prepare a summary statement with the essential facts
and rationale to support the conclusions reached on sensitivity levels.
The format for presenting this information is optional. As a minimum, the
summary data must be entered on Form 8400-6 (see Illustration 8). Backup
information used to evaluate each of the factors should be maintained with
the inventory record.

2.. Map Overlay. Prepare an overlay (see Illustrationm 9) showing the
sensitivity rating units and ratings. :

D. Completion of Semsitivity Rating. The instructions for completing
the sensitivity ratings are shown in Lllustratiom 8. Ideally, the rating
should be done as a team effort involving the Area or District VRM
Coordinator, Area Manager, and at least one other staff person. If timing
or funding will not allow this approach, the rating may be done by the VRM
coordinator and reviewed by the Area Manager. Management should be in

_agreement on the summary rating for each SLRU.

IV. Distance Zones. Landscapes are subdivided into 3 distance zones based
on relative visibility from travel routes or observation points. The 3
zones are: foreground-middleground, background, seldom seen. The fore-
ground-middleground (fuw) zone includes areas seen from highways, rivers, or
other viewing locations which are less than 3 to 5 miles away. Seen areas

beyond the foreground-middleground zone but usually less than 15 miles away

: are in the background (bg) zone. Areas not seen as foreground-middleground

or background (i.e., hidden from view) are in the seldom-seen (ss) zonme.

A. Mapping Distance Zonmes.. Prepare a distance zome overlay (see
Illustration 10) using a base map common to the scenic quality base map.
Distance zones are determined in the field by actually traveling along each
route and observing the area that can be viewed. If the route is a highway _
or trail, it should be traveled in both directions, unless it is a one-way
route. River use usually is one way; however, if there is up-river travel,
it too should be evaluated from both directions. If a vehicle or boat is
used for this field survey, it is best to have both a driver and an
observer. Distance zones should be mapped for all aress. While they are
not necessary to determine classes in Class A scenic areas or for areas
with low sensitivity levels, distance zonmes can provide valuable data
during the RMP process when adjustments to VRM classes are made to resolve
resource allocation conflicts.

Rel. 8-28
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1. Foreground-Middleground Zome. This is the area that can be seen
from each travel route for a distance of 3 to 5 miles where management
activities might be viewed in detail. The outer boundary of this distance
zone is defined as the point where the texture and form of individual
plants are no longer apparent in the landscape. In some areas,.étmospheric
conditions can reduce visibility and shorten the distances normally covered
by each zone. Also, where the foreground-middleground zone from one travel
route overlaps the background from another route, use only the foreground-
middleground designationm. ’ - .

2. Background Zome. This is the remaining area which can be seen
from each travel route to approximately 15 miles. Do not include areas in
the background which are so far distant that the only thing discernible is
the form or outline. 1In order to be included within this distance zone, -
vegetation should be visible at least as patterns of light and dark.

3. Seldom-Seen Zone. These are areas that are not visible within
the foreground-middleground and background zones and areas beyond the
background zones.

B. Coordinating Distance Zones Delineation and Sensitivity Level
Analyses. It is recommended that distance zones be delineated before the
analyses

sensitivity analysis is done. The distance zone delineations provide
valuable information that canm be very useful in the sensitivity analysis.
For example, the foreground-middleground zones are more visible to the
public and changes are more noticeable and are more likely to trigger .
public comcern. Also, the boundaries of the distance zones are very useful
in helping to establish sensitivity rating units.

V. Visual Resource Classes and Objectives.

_A. Purposes of Visual Resource Classes. Visual resource classes are
categories assigned to public lands which serves two purposes: (1) an
inventory tool that portrays the relative value of the visual resources,
and (2) a management tool that portrays the visual management objectives.
There are four classes (I, II, III, and IV).

L4
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H~8410~1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

1. Visual Resource Inventory Classes. Visual resource inventory
classes are assigned through the inventory process. Class I is assigned to
those areas where a management decision has been made previously to
maintain a natural landscape. This includes areas such as national
wilderness areas, the wild section of natiomal wild and scenic rivers, and
other ‘congressionally and administratively designated areas where decisions
have been made to preserve a natural landscape. Classes II, III, and IV
are assigned based on a combination of scenic quality, semsitivity level,

"and distance zonmes. This is accomplished by combining the 3 overlays for
scenic quality, sensitivity levels, and distance zomes and usiag the
guidelines shown in Illustratiom 1l to assign the proper class. The end
product is a visual resource inventory class overlay as shown in
Illustration 12. Inventory classes are. informational in nature and provide
the basis for considering visual values in the RMP process. They do not
establish management direction and should not be used as a basis for
constraining or limiting surface disturbing activities.

2. Visual Resource Management Classes. Visual resource management
classes are assigned through RMP's. The assigoment of visual management
classes is ultimately based on the management decisions made in RMP's.
However, visual values must be considered throughout the RMP process. All
actions proposed during the RMP process that would result in surface
disturbances must consider the importance of the visual values and the
impacts the project may have on these values. Management decisions in the

‘ RMP must reflect the value of visual resources. In fact, the value of the
visual resource may be the driving force for some management decisions.
For example, highly scenic areas which need special management attention
may be designated as scenic Areas of Critical Environmental Concern and
classified as VRM Class I based on the importance of the visual values. A
map is developed in each RMP showing the approved visual resource
management classes.

B. Objectives for Visual Resource Classes.

1. Class I Objective. The objective of this class is to preserve
the existing character of the landscape. This class provides for natural
ecological changes; however, it does not preclude very limited management
activity. The level of change to the characteristic landscape should be
very low and must not attract attentionm.

2. Class II Objective. The objective of this class is to retain
the existing character of the landscape. The level of change to the
characteristic landscape should be low. Management activities may.be seen,
but should not attract the attention of the casual observer. Any changes
must repeat the basic elements of form, line, color, and texture found in
the predominant natural features of the characteristic landscape.

' . Rel. 8-28
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3.7 Class III Objective. The objective of this class is to
partially retain the existing character of the landscape. The level of
change to the characteristic landscape should be moderate. Management
activities may attract attention but should not dominate the view of the
casual observer. Changes should repeat the basic elements found in the
predominant natural features of the characteristic landscape.

4. Class TV Objective. The obJectxve of this class is to provide
for management activities which require major modification of the exxstlng
) character of the landscape. The level of change to the characteristic’
landscape can be high. These management activities wmay dominate the view
and be the major focus of viewer attention. However, every attempt should
be made to minimize the impact of these activities through careful
location, minimal disturbance, and repeating the basic elements.

C. Rehabilitation Areas. Areas in need of rehabilitation from a visual
standpoint should be flagged during the inventory process. The level of
rehabilitation will be determined through the RMP process by assigning the
VRM class approved for that particular area.

D. Interim VRM Classes and Objectives. Interim visual management
classes are established where a project is proposed and there are no RMP
approved VRM objectives. These classes are developed using the guidelines
in Section I to V and must conform with the land-use allocations set forth
in the RMP which covers the project area. The establishment of interim VRM

classes will not require a RMP amendment, unless the project that is
driving the evaluation requires ome.

Rel. 8-28
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Scenic Quality - Explanation of Rating Criteria

Illustracion 4/,

(11)

landform

Topography becomes more interesting as it gets steeper or more
massive, or more severely or universally sculpcured. OQutsctanding
landforms may be monumental, as the Grand Canyou, the Sawtooth
Mountain Range in Idaho, the Wrangell Mountain Range in Alasks, or
they may be exceedingly artistic and subzle as certain badlands,
pinnacles, arches, and other extraordinary formations.

vegetation

Give primary consideration to the variety of patterns, forms, and
textures created by plant life. Consider short-lived displays vhen
they are known to be recurring or spectacular. Consider also smaller
scale vegetational features which add striking and intriguing detail
elemeats to the landscape (e.g., gnarled or windbesten trees, and
joshua trees).

water )

Thac ingredient which adds movement or serenity to a scene. The
degree to which water dominates the scene is the primary considera-
tion in selecting the rating score.

color

Consider the overall color(s) of the basic components of the landscape
(e.g., s0il, rock, vegetation, etc.) as they appear during seasons or
periods of high use. Key factors to use when rating "color” are
variety, contrast, and harmony.

adjacent scenery

Degree to which scenery outside the scenery unit being rated enhances
the oversall impression of the scenery within the rating unit. The
distance which adjacent scenery will influence scenery within the

rating unit will nermally range from 0-§ miles, depending upon the
characteristics of the topography, the vegetative cover, and other such
factors. This factor is generally applied to units which would normally
rate very low in score, but the influence of the adjacent unit would .
enhance the visuszl quality and raise the score.

scarcity

This factor provides an opportunity to give added importance to one

or all of the scenic features that appear to be relatively unique or
rare vithin one physiographic regioa. There may also be cases where

4 separate evaluation of each of the key factors does not give a true
picture of the overall scenic quality of sn area. Often it is a
aumber of not so spectacular elements in the proper combination that
produces the most pleasing and memorable scenery = the scarcity factor
can be used to recognize this type of area and give it the added
emphasis it needs,

cultural modifications

Cultural modifications in the landform/vater, vegetation, and addition
of structures should be considered and aay detract from the scenery

in the form of a negative intrusion or complement or improve the scenic
quality of a unit. Rate accordingly.

BLM MANUAL
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Scenic Quality -

Inventory and Evaluation Chart

SCENIC QUALITY
INVENTORY AND EVALUATION CHART

key factors

rating criteria and score

landform

Migh vertical relaef
&8 expressed in pro-
minent cliffs, spires,
or ssssive rock out-
£TOPps; 2 severe
surface variation or
highly eroded forma-
tions including major
bsdlands or dune
syece ar detail
features dosinant snd
exceptionally scriking
and IncTiguing such
5

as glaciers.

Steep canyons, sesas,
buttes, cinder cones,
and drualins; or
interesting erosional
patterns or variety
in size and shape of
landforme; or detasil
festures which are
interesting though
aot dominant or
exceptional.

Lov rolling hilla,
{oothills, or flat
valley Sattoms; (14
fev or no
intereecing
landacape features.

A variety of vegeta-
tive types as
expressed in inter~
esting foras, textures,
ang patierns.

5

3
Some variety of
vegetation, but only
one or two major
types.

3

Little or no
variety or con-
trast in
vegetation,

water

Clear end clean
appearing, still,

or cascesding wnite
water, sny of wnich
ate 5 dominanct factor
in the landscape. 5

Floving, or scill,
Syt net dominant
in the landscape.

3

Absent, or
present, but aot
noticeable.

0

color

Riex coler comdbina=
tions, variety or
vivid color; or
plessing concrasts in
the soiil, rock,
vegetation, vater

2r snow fields. 5

Some intensity ur
variety in colors

and concrast of the
soil, rock, and vege~
tation, but aot

& dominant

scenic element. 3

Sudbtle color varia-
tions, contrast, or
intereJt:

generally mute
tones.

influence of
adjacent
scenery

Adjacent scenery
greatly enhances
visual qualitv.

5

Adjacent scenery
moderately enhances
overall visual
qualicy.

3

Ad jacent scenery
has litctle or
no influence on
overall visual
qualicy,

s&arcity :

One of & kind; or
unususlly memoranle,
or very fare within
rexion. Consistent
chance for esceptional
wildlife or wila- 1/
flower viewing, 5+
ete.,

Distinctive, thouin
somewnat similar 2>
others within tne
regyon .

3

Interesting
wvithin its
secting, dut
fairly common
vithin the
region.

cultural
modifications

Modif lcations add
favoranly to visual
variety wnlle promoting
visual harmony.

2

Modiltcacions add
little or no visual
variety to the area,
and Laceoduce no
discoriant elements.

0

“odif {cacions add
varisty Wt are
very discordant and
promote scrong
disharmony.

~4

a rating of greater then 5 can be ziven Ut aust be supported by written justificacion.

INSTRUCTIONS

Purssse: 79 rats the visual gquality
of the scanic reeeurce om all BN -

managed lands.

Hov to tdentifv Scenic Value:
Sureau lends nave scenic velue.

ALl

values.

Also rate edjacent or imtare
mingling nen-81X lands withia the
planning wnit.

Vhen to EPvsluate Scenic Quatite: Rate
far scenery under the wost critieal
condicions (i.e., Nighest user period
of sesson of uea, sidelight, preper
stmospneric conditions, ete.).

Now to Delineste Rating Aress: Consider

the following factors wnena delineating
rating areas.

1. Like physiograpnic charsezeristics
(i.e.. land torm, vegetatisn, etec.).

2. Similar visual pacteras, texture,
eolor, variety, etc.

3. Aress which have & similar ispact
from culzural wodificacions (i.s.,
rosds, historical and acher structures,
wining operations, er ether surface
disturbances).

Zzplanation of Criterial
llustration L)

Velues for esch ratiag criteria
inlaum scores saly.
ls te aseign sceres
within these ranges.

SCENIC
QUALITY

A = 19 or more
B= 12-18
C= 11-or less

BLM MANUAL
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H-8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY 1939)
) Scenic Quality Field Inventory Form
. -‘i? -
Form §400=1 a5
(Semcember 1983) UNITED STATES Dae N\io. 1 |ags
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR S A ‘
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT Distrier Meca b
Resource A -
SCENIC QUALITY FIELD-INVENTORY esource Arr - 3 e
) . L Sceaic quality rating uait
cay
1. Evaluators (names)

Beob Tuniate r | Ihas, Gorimes R+te Jorclou

2. LANDSCAPE CHARACTER (F eature)

s. LANDFORM/WATER 8. VEGETATION c. STRUCTURE (Ceneri(}
§ e sde o bl vertot Simnle Lomme areated ny cva(,goqu‘ﬁzd__:ga’
2 ' ' i Llas o ety o Weamintion] |vga .

vadlen ol elon magauderige mvee ' )

12 andg | 3 yo ot v elLl Lorm. |irepmdaw eyt rounded vertioad

g 2, Soased mdae Lues 20 ’
: dﬂf{u;‘l o yver
o FREaMG < Al LS, daming - Aavv Zyree s ey |1y I Araw
9 i sg T g ?ou{ bhio *ran.. 22 hﬁ{f!L-
Q e here
[ 5]
w
§ &Hz‘!— '\'\cthuig'miu 2parSe, | WUneven
u and e vey raidon
I~

3. Nammative 4., SPRU tucludes +Fha Llat and Mcané,z':u\ river bed
ot +he Colevado River and ¥ e Auc'l-\ d lﬁsc;“‘f«( canvon s ~o dhe
Norbth, TH diflwwy I lamdLora anel \/gﬁ-g‘f‘a;""ow frewna Sl
U rrounding aveas. The roclk —~orafions anel ~o saraphyg are
.Ca\'rl;\ COMAMON 1U ~ihee ?rkV\s\pc,m hie Provivrce but t1s uacou-

MoN o havee A riyer '-,lawt'v.ﬁ hrova b hyy “w ot /‘_A-J-
SCagr , T hem ‘Pe‘task D(auﬁ- whie s fiece N hee nay diwe of “+Ha'g
Avre 19 a Mbu—w/\s“al INY v g1 OW which Gan b sten €L rom

severa( overldelcs and +her piver.

td

4. SCORE (Circle Appropriate Level)®
- HIGH WEDMUM LoV EXPLANATION OR RATIONALE SCENIC QUALITY
a. Landform Al 3 ] 1 CLASSIFICATION
b. Vegetation S 1 .
c. Water 3 [} K—B or more
d. Color 5) | 3 1
¢. Adjacest Scenery 57 3 0 S22 v lavatroy oy revo e CB~12-18
f. Scarcity S+ (7Y 1 )
g _Cultural Modification| 2 0 A3)+ T c~1lorless
TOTALS 18+ 5 U3) = a0

(Instructions on reverse)
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Scenic Quality Field Inventory Form

INSTRUCTIONS

Following are the instructions for completing the form. The aumbers correspond with the item numbers
on the form.

1. Evaluators. List the names of the persons involved in the rating.

2. Landscape Character. Briefly describe the major features and elements in the landscape. Referto
illustrations 4, 5, 6. and 7 of the BLM Handbook 1-8431-1 for guideiines on the terminology 1o be
used to describe the elements.

3. Narrative. Bricfly describe the genera! character of the landscape as it relates to the immediate
surroundings and to similar landscape festures within the physiographic province.

4. Scores. Rate the scenic quality using the criteria and guidelines in the BLM Handbook 1-8410-1
Section 1. Record the scores by circling the appropriate numbers. If the rating more appropriately
falls between the listed numbers, write in the desired aumber and circle it. Forexample, if the desired
number for “color™ falls between 3 and S, write in the number 4 and circle it. Explain any unusual
factors affecting a rating under the “explanation and rationale™ column. If more space is needed,
continue the cxplanation on this page. Aftcr the ratings are completed total the scores and check the
appropriate classification block.

valne
Lommeuts ou ML-Adincevt Scenru. The hub scomc vmbifg o€y
Was gwen = SFhis cteor becavra 04 “he l\uak acemic) o€ Yha
-1 frouudsuc‘-af“ds “rhat eanv ba Seevu from it hin e SHPRYK.

These acent’'c areas juclude Behisd the - ok s Arg;-,c.au,euluds
Country, avd “Hie La Sl Mmountarns .
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Scenic Quality Field Inventory Form

INSTRUCTIONS

Following are the instructions for completing the form. The numbers correspoad with the item numbers
on the form.

1. Evaluators. List the names of the persons involved in the rating.

2. Landscape Character. Briefly describe the major features and elements in the landscape. Refer to
illustrations 4, 5, 6, and 7 of the BLM Handbook 1-8431-1 for guidelines on the terminology to be
used to describe the elements.

3. Narrative. Bricfly describe the general character of the landscape as it relates to the immediate
surroundings and to similar landscape festures within the physiographic province.

4. Scores. Rate the scenic quality using the criteria and guidelines in the BLM Handbook 1-8410-1
Section 1. Record the scores by circling the appropriate numbers. If the rating more appropriately
falis between the listed numbers, write in the desired number and circle it Forexample, if the desired
Bumber for “color™ falls between 3 and §, write in the number 4 and circle it. Explain any unusual
factors affecting & rating under the “explanation and rationaie™ column. If more space is nceded,
continue the explanation on this page. Afterthe ratings are completed total the scores and check the
appropriate classification block.
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Illustracion 4

(Form 84C0-5)
H-8410-1 - VISUAL REZSOURCE INVENTORY (I1)
~“~\_‘ Scenic Quality Rating Summary
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BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT Dswa 2700 b
SCENIC QUALITY RATING SUMMARY | Resource Ares 22 1op 0/
1. Evaluators (rames) .
PBob ﬁmk/ﬂ‘llff‘/ Ecs éf/mes, /?47‘6 Jorsae
SCENIC e | § = _'g § é
QUALITY 213 s | s 18§ E 3¢ g g EXPLANATION
s |3 E5 815|558 F |58
[1}] DIl @i m®lao an
oor (3|4 |5 |¥|2lalolas|a| eorks wr’er-w7
oo2 |3 |jjol2|3iz|o|n]|e ra///,uﬁ A/Y/s,c.a/t’r/(ss, A veg,
002 |2|1l0 |12 |3 12|00 75/‘74, C.d/ﬂf/::ff, borren
oY |4 |3 4|73/ |28 Waiter seamne Clhiffs, § iutoresting liy.
oos ¥ |3 |0 |¥ |43 |0 |1P|8| scewic clitts _
0oL /710 1z |22 |0(fF|lc ,0/47‘, ct‘n—/e,)‘, L rrenr
' 007 |Y|Y|5 Y |3 |20 A | walter, riversife ves., colortel ik
008 (221013 |3 (3|0 is|B8| good mixture of cotor,~fopo., ¢ vay .
o0 |3 |alo|zlala|o|mnle| rugged b ofhersssc mone Fonevs
gro 1|20 |2|3 |2 |0 o |c | monaTonaus bt good itew of 1P
INSTRUCTIONS
Form 1 used in conunction with the Scenic Quality invemtory and Evaluatioa Chasnt.
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Illustration 6
(I1)

H-8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

Physiographic Provinée Map - Alaska
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Illuscraction 7

(I14)

H-8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

.Scenic Quality Overlay
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Illuscracion §, ?agee/
(Fora 8400-6)

H-B8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY (111C1)

Sensitivicy Level Rating Sheet
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Illustration 8§, Page/

H-8410~1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

Sensitivity Level Rating Sheet

INSTRUCTIONS
Steps 1n the Seasitinaty Level Anglysin
1. Divide the inventony arca into dogacal MMV ILY Fating unils
2. Analyze the tactors which indicate isual SCANMUN iy

). For cach rating unit. rate cach factor as high. maderate. or low using the following outline as a general guide:

a Tipe of Users Maintcnance of viual quality 1

T amyoreoacem for mestwsers . High
~ 8 maderate concern for most users . o . S . S ... ... . . Moderate
= dlowconcern for mostwsers . Low
b. Amount of use. Maintenance of visual quality becomes more important as the level of use increases(see table below):
— high level of use S High
~— moderate level of use. . e R Moderate
— low level of wse .. ... e e, Low
c. Public Interest. Mantenance of visual Quality i
TAMmMOrpublic aue . High
Tamoderate public iswe .. . Moderate
Toemmorpublic ssue Low
d. Adjacent Land Uses. Mamtenance of visual qQuality 10 sustain adjavent land use objectives is- )
TOYEMOMPOMRAL.. High
T mederately smporan . Moderaie
= oMeRIyumporamt Low
€. Special Area. Maintenance of visual quality to sustain Special Area management objectives is:
TOVEMPOMARL High
= Mmoderaiely mporant ... Moderate
= slightly amporunt Low

4. Determine the over-all senstivity level for each rating unrt. This 1s a judgmental provess which requires a carefut analysis of all
the above factors. Review the raungs given to cach factor and analyze the relationship between factors. A high rating tn any onc
factor does not necessarily mean that the over-all sensitivity level rating shouid be high. For cxampic. the rating for “‘type of users™

might be high but the **amount of use™* might be low. Consequently. the over-ail rating could be low or moderate. Management
should be nvoived in this raung process

5. Record the ratings and explanation on the sensutivity level ratng shect.

»

TABLE FOR CLASSIFYING AMOUNT OF USE

TYPE AREA HIGH MODERATE Low
Roads & Higbways Greater than 45,000 visits. yr. 3.000-45.000 visits/ yr. Lesscr than 5,000 vaiu/yr.
Rivers & Trails Greater than 20.000 vasits - yr. 2.000-20,000 vasits, yr. Lasser thas 2,000 visits/yr.
Recresuion Sues Greater thaa 10,000 visitor dayy, yr. 2.000-10.000 vistor days/yr. Lesser than vntor 2.000 days/ yr.

Rel. 8-28
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Illustration 8, Page/

H~8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

Sensitivity Level Rating Sheet

INSTRUCTIONS
Step 10 the Sensunvity Level Analy s
1. Divide the msentony arca ino logical sensitisaty rating unis
2. Analyze the tactors whech indicate ~isual ACAMIN ALY

3. For cach ranng unit. fate cach factor as high. muoderate. or low usng the following outline as 1 general guide:
a Tipe of Users Mainienance of sual quahiny

- a major concern for most users

....................... High
— 8 maderate concern tor maost users . S - . . Seeo .o ... ... . . Moderate
< alewconcem for mostwsees . Low
b. Amaunt of use. Maintenance of visual quahty becomes more important as the level of use increases(see table beiow):
—highlelofue . High
— moderate levelof use. . . ... . . R Moderate
—lowlevelofuse .. Low
c. Public Interest. Maintenance of visual quality s
- major public baue ... High
T amoderate public inwe . L Moderate
= 8 minor public issue . S Low
d. Adjacens Land Uses. Maimsenance of visual qQuality 10 sustain sdgacent land use objectives is-
TOVEMMPOMAN . High
T mederately wmporunt . . Moderate
= shehdywmpomant .. Low

¢. Special Area. Maintenance of visual quality to sustain Special Area management ubgectives s
T Ve MmpoRanl ... ... e e e i High
— moderately wmportant ... ... ... ... .. '
= slightly wmporunt . Low
4. Determine the over-all sensuivity level for each rating unet. This is 2 judgmental process which requires a careful analysis of all
the above factors. Review the raungs given 10 each factor and analyze the relstionship between factors. A high rating 1n any onc
factor does nos hecessarily mean that the over-all sensitivity level rating should be high. For example. the rating for “‘type of users™

might be high but the “‘amount of use" mught be low. Consequently. the over-all rating could be low or moderate. Management
should be nvolved in this raung process

5. Regord the raungs and explanation on the sensutivity level fating sheet.

TABLE FOR CLASSIFYING AMOUNT OF USE

TYPE AREA HIGH MODERATE LOow
Roeds & Higbways Greater than 45.000 vusits. yr. 3.000-45,000 visits; yr. Leaser than 5,000 vasits/yr.
Rivers & Trails Greater thas 20,000 iits: yr. 2.000-20,000 vasits/ yr. Lesser than 2.000 vising/yr.
Recreauion Sies Greater than 10,000 visitor days, yt. 2.000-10.000 visstor days/yr. Lesser than vasitor 2.000 days;yr.
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Illustration ¢
(I11C2)
H-8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY ‘
N Sénsitivi:y Level Overlay
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Illustration 10
(IvA)
H-8410~1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY
J Distance Zone Overlay
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Illustration !1]

(Val)
H-8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

Determining Visual Resource Inventory Classes

A. Basis for Determining Visual Resource Inventory Classes

1. Class I. Class I is assigned to all special areas where the current management
situations requires majntaining a natural environment essentially unaltered by man.

2. Classes II, IIT, and YI. These classes are assigned based on combinations of scenic
quality, sensitivity levels, and distance Zones as shown in the following matrix:

Visual Sensitity Levels

High Medium Low
Special Areas I: I: I 1: I: I 1 *{f adjacent area is
I1 1 I I1 11 II II | Class III or lower
Scenic B II° III I1I/1v=} 11 Iv 1y 1y assign Class III, 1{f
Quality ¢l r v vl oo o] o higher assign class IV
f/m b s/s f/m b s/s s/s

Distance Zones

B. How to Map Visual Resource Inventory Classes II, III.'énd Iv.

Mapping fnventory classes can be cumbersome and time consumming if not done in a systematic

manner, Many systems have been developed to do this task. One that has been used
effectively is:

Step I: Code each of the 3 overlays as follows:

Sensitivity Levels High @ Moderate E Low
Distance Zones f/m % b :7 s/s

Step 2: Copy the codes from the overlays on to a single new overlay.

it

'Step 3: Delineate the boundaries of the inventory classes on a new 6verlay using the
following information as a guide:

Class II - 4 or more lines (i.e., @)
Class III - 3 lines (f.e. @ )

Class IV - 2 1ines or less,

BLM MANUAL Rel. 8-28
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Illustration 12

(VAl)
H-8410-1 - VISUAL RESOURCE INVENTORY

Visual Resource Inventory Class Overlay
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